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We stayed at comfortable and
welcoming, family-run pensions
in mountain villages. In Trigrad,
a group rehearsing for a festival
invited me into the musty theater
behind a general store to watch.
Another day ended in Smolyan,
a small town with the best ethnography museum in Bulgaria. On our
final day of cycling, we rode to the
Wonderful Bridges natural monument, massive stone arches, and
visited Bachkovo Monastery by
car on the way back to Plovdiv.
I highly recommend Velko’s
services for anyone who wants to
pedal or hike in Bulgaria, Romania
or Croatia.
DIANE BAKER
Corona del Mar, CA

Smooth rolling in
Africa I would highly recom-

mend the 14-day rail journey
aboard Rovos Rail’s Pride of
Africa from Cape Town, South
Africa, to Dar es Salaam, Tan-

Call 800/486-4968 to subscribe

zania, offered by The Society of
International Railway Travelers
(Louisville, KY; 800/478-4881,
www.irtsociety.com)
My train trip, July 2-15, 2011,
cost $12,500 for my single compartment with bath. This included
two days spent at Victoria Falls
and two days at the Tau Game
Lodge in South Africa. I paid
$2,000 for an extension to Zanzibar and also paid up front for
two nights in Cape Town plus an
airport pickup. The IRT Society
handled all the details, with excellent service.
The train has larger compartments in other cars for couples.
There was a lounge car and, at the
rear, an observation car with an
open platform. There were two
dining cars serving excellent food,
with a designated wine for each
course. If you didn’t like the wine,
you would be served whatever
kind you wanted. My fellow
travelers were congenial, and it
was easy to socialize.

Rovos Rail is to be credited with
their handling of the unexpected.
The first night on the train after
leaving Cape Town, the weather
was the coldest they had ever had
and the train’s water lines (carried
on the outside of the cars) froze
and broke. No showers and no
flushing, but bottled water was
always available. In due course, all
was repaired.
Another time, we were about to
leave the train for our game lodge
adventure, but there was a wreck
on the track ahead of us, so Rovos
arranged for two buses to drive
us to the game lodge exit. I really
admired how they handled emergencies.
NANCY L. BUNYAN
Lihue, HI

Ethiopia with Patrick
Syder Along with seven other

adventurous souls, I took a 15-day
tour of Ethiopia offered by Patrick
Syder Travel (Zenobia House, 23
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Travelers’ Intercom
Bowmans Close, Steyning, West
Sussex, BN44 3SR, U.K.; phone/
fax +44 [0] 1903 879737, www.
sydertravel.com).
This classic itinerary through
northern Ethiopia, April 12-26
2011, cost £1,790 (then, $2,873),
including three domestic flights on
Ethiopian Airlines, full board, an
outstanding guide and the personal
services of Patrick Syder, himself.
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Ethiopia is one of two countries in Africa that were never
colonized (the other is Liberia),
although it was occupied briefly in
the 1930s by Italy.
The Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, with its many
ancient traditions and festivals,
has had a significant influence
on the country’s way of life for
centuries.
In Azum, where the legends of
the Queen of Sheba and the lost
Arc of the Covenant are famous,
Ethiopia’s rich history stretches
back over 3,000 years.
We started and ended in Addis
Ababa, toured the dramatic and
fertile plateaus of the north, then
had ample opportunity to trek
through the beautiful mountain
terrain in Simien National Park. A
day was spent cruising Lake Tana,
visiting ancient monasteries on
several islands.
The remarkable, 12th-century,
rock-hewn subterranean churches
of Lalibela were the highlight and
we spent two days marveling at
them. Also covered in depth were
the equally extraordinary rock-cut
churches of the eastern Tigray
region around Mekele plus the
17th-century castles and palaces
of Gondar, “Africa’s Camelot.”
Everything added to our sense
of the mystery of this beautiful
country.
Our tour was timed to coincide

with colorful processions in
Axum celebrating the eve of Palm
Sunday, and we were in Lalibela
during Easter week.
I have traveled with over 20
different adventure or cultural tour
companies, and Syder Travel is
one of the best. Accommodations
were first rate, and complete meals
were provided from varied menus.
Syder’s groups each have no more
than 15 participants. I plan to
travel with them again.
ED LIFSET
Oceanside, CA

Brazil’s Pantanal My
husband, Ed, and I and our daughter, Allison, and son-in-law, Tim,
took the tour “Pantanal Expedition” with International Expeditions (Helena, AL; 800/234-9620,
www.ietravel.com).
Our 10-day trip, July 15-24,
2011, cost $6,673 per person (after
an early-booking discount of $250
and a repeat-customer discount
of $100), including three internal
flights and all tips except those to
the main guide.
The top number of participants
on an International Expeditions
tour is 16; we had 13. Our main
guide was Fred Tavares, who
studied the biology and primates
of Brazil and is a great photographer. In three places we also had a
local guide.
After a day and a half in Rio
and two days at Iguaçu Falls, our
group flew to Cuiaba, gateway to
the Pantanal. From there, it was
about a three-hour drive to our
lodge, passing through wetlands
with lots of birds, including roseate spoonbills, herons, hawks and
kingfishers, and animals, such as
caimans, agoutis and capybaras.
We got out of the bus and walked
about a mile to better see the
wildlife.
Aranas Eco Lodge has 19
rooms. I wouldn’t call it a luxury
lodge, but it was comfortable
enough and had air-conditioning
and ceiling fans. Breakfast and
lunch were served outside under
a thatched roof near a swimming
visit us at www.intltravelnews.com

