
Kurdistan is not only safe and peaceful, it’s scenically 

splendid, historically fascinating and its people are hugely 

welcoming. This comprehensive eight day escorted tour 

includes the three major cities of Dohuk, Erbil and 

Sulymaniyah. We explore the colossal citadel in Erbil, 

marvel at the beauty of the Gali Ali Beg canyon, dine at a 

traditional Kurdish picnic and acknowledge the terrible 

legacy of Saddam Hussein. Throughout our journey 

across the region lined with fertile valleys, stunning 

waterfalls, green pastures and snow-capped mountains, 

we experience the warmth, generosity and pride of the 

Kurdish people who despite the challenges of their recent 

past, are now looking forward to a prosperous and bright 

future. Now is the time to visit before the crowds discover 

this hidden world. 

Patrick Syder Travel 
Escorted Cultural Tours – Zenobia House, 23 Bowmans Close, Steyning, West Sussex BN44 3SR 

Tel/Fax: +44 (0)1903 879737    email: info@sydertravel.com   www.sydertravel.com 

 

Iraqi Kurdistan – Land of the Kurds                                              
Tour Code IK 

 ATOL Flight Booking Option 

 

100% Financially Protected Tour  

 

ITINERARY 

Day 1   Fly to Erbil via Vienna 

Early morning departure from Terminal 1 London Heathrow on Austrian Airlines via Vienna 

international airport for connecting flight to Erbil. Transfer to a centrally located hotel for two 

nights. Rest of day at lesiure 

Day 2   In Erbil 

We visit  the Erbil Civilisation Museum and the historic Citadel (Qalat Hawler), one of the oldest 

continuously inhabited cities in the world, as well as the Kurdish Textile Museum, Grand 

Mosque and the Citadel Bath. After lunch, we continue on to the Christian suburb of Ainkawa 

visiting St Joseph’s Church before returning in the afternoon to the Qaysari Bazaar, a labyrinth 

of streets and alleys selling everything  from fascinating antiques to sweet delights. In the 

evening, we enjoy dinner at one of the many very good restaurants in Erbil (B,L,D) 

Day 3   Visit Ain Sifni, Lalish and Dohuk 

After breakfast, we depart for Ain Sifni and nearby Lalish, home to the followers of the Yazidi 

faith where we walk barefoot through the Sanctuary and according to some, the resting place of 

Noah’s Ark. We also visit the White Spring, an underground spring and baptismal pool.We head 

to Dohuk and visit the oldest church in the region; the Church of St Ith Llaha and sample the 

fresh fruit juice over lunch that Dohuk is well known for. After lunch, we spend some time at the 

Dohuk Art Gallery, and the Kurdish College of Art which is popular with local Kurdish artists.In 

the early evening we enjoy a stroll through the Corniche promenade. Two nights in Dohuk with 

dinner at a traditional restaurant (B,L,D)  

Day 4   In Dohuk. Visit Zhako 

We explore the Dohuk Bazaar and Grand Mosque (one of the oldest mosques in Dohuk), 

located in the heart of the bazaar. Our journey continues as we head north of Dohuk to the 

Dohuk Dam for a traditional Kurdish picnic lunch.After lunch, we head towards the smaller 

border town (with Turkey) of Zakho to see the Delal Bridge, a stunning stone arch bridge over 

the Khabur river and orient ourselves with a walk through the town.Later in the afternoon, we 
 

 

 

 

 

Imposing statue of  Kurdish historian;  Mubarak 

Al Mustawfi,at the entrance of Erbil Citadel 

 



return to Dohuk where we have some free time to explore, perhaps take tea in one of the many 

chaikhanas (traditional tea houses) (B,L,D)  

Day 5   Visit Amadiya, Barzan, Gali Ali Beg Canyon and Shaqlawa. Drive to Erbil 

A long but scenic drive today with our first stop at Amadiya where we visit the 400 year old 

Amadiya Mosque and see the minaret with bullet holes from the Kurdish Civil War still visible. At 

Barzan, the ancestral home of the Barzani family who are central to Kurdish politics, we visit the 

simple grave of Mullah Mustafa Barzani, the father of the Kurdish independence movement. 

Continuing through the breathtaking landscape of Gali Ali Beg canyon. we stop at the 

picturesque town of Shaqlawa (at an elevation of 960m), looking back at the Safeen mountains. 

Shaqlawa is well known for its organic food products such as honey and nuts. We arrive back in 

Erbil in the early evening for one night at a centrally based location with dinner (B,L,D)  

Day 6   Drive via Dukan to Sulymaniya 

We pass through Koya in the mountains and down through Dukan (Lake Dukan being the 

largest man-made lake in Iraq), arriving into Sulymaniya, the second largest city in Iraqi 

Kurdistan, and possibly the most relaxed and cosmopolitan, being a university town. We 

witness first hand the terrible legacy of Saddam Hussein as we visit the Amna Suraka (Red 

Security) buildings including the many prison cells and torture chambers where thousands of 

people, mostly Kurds were imprisoned, tortured or killed. After lunch, we continue our journey 

together with a visit to the historical Slemani Museum which houses Kurdish and Persian 

artefacts and an excursion to Azmar Mountain for a fabulous view across the town. Two nights 

in Sulymaniya with dinner (B,L,D) 

Day 7   Visit Ahmad Awa and Halabja 

We head to the resort village of Ahmad Awa on a Friday. Ahmad Awa is near the Iranian border 

and surrounded by a deep and green gorge. Friday is the start of the weekend for Kurdish 

people and is also the time when many Kurdish families head to the mountains for picnics and 

dancing, where we also enjoy a traditional Kurdish picnic. In the afternoon we visit the nearby 

village of Halabja, a place of almost unspeakable horror at the hands of Saddam Hussein’s 

military forces. We pay our respects to the many Kurds who lost their lives here at the 

Monument of Halabja Martyrs and the Halabja Cemetery before returning to Sulymaniya (B,L,D) 

Day 8   Drive to Erbil. Fly to London 

After a brief visit to the local bazaar we transfer to Erbil International airport for our mid-

afternoon flight via Vienna to London Heathrow (B) 

 

Price includes –  

 Escorted by Patrick Syder FRGS 

 Accompanied throughout by specialist Kurdish tour 

leader/guide 

 All transportation - private a/c minibus 

 Airport transfers (if using group flight) 

 Full sightseeing programme including entrance fees 

 Best available hotels with private en-suite facilities 

 Full board basis with picnic lunches and dinners at 

traditional local restaurants where practical 

 Porter, hotel and restaurant staff gratuities 

 Bottled water provided daily 

 Group size strictly from 6 to 14 passengers 
 

PLEASE NOTE – personal travel insurance, applicable visa fees, drinks,  

guide and driver gratuities,  Austrian Airlines international flights are not  

included in the land tour cost (from £560.00 through Flight Centre UK)  

(Included meals denoted by B Breakfast, L Lunch, D Dinner) 

 

  Cost £2395.00 per person in a twin room (excludes international flights)  

  Single supplement charge £225.00 

Stunning tiled ceiling of the  Great Mosque  

(Jalil Khayat ), Erbil 

 


