
9 – 19 May 2015 

An inspirational journey through Central Anatolia from 

Ankara,  Turkey’s modern capital, to Antalya, perfectly 

located  on the southern coast, and still retaining much of 

its antique character. Along the way we discover the  

range of varying religious faiths that have influenced the 

region’s historical and cultural legacies. From the power 

of the Hittite civilisation and the might of the Roman 

Empire to the exquisite art of the Byzantines and the 

mystical philosophy of the Sufi Dervish, this tour 

promises the traveller a rich and varied experience of an 

unspoilt and little visited region  

 

 
 

Patrick Syder Travel 
Escorted Cultural Tours – Zenobia House, 23 Bowmans Close, Steyning, West Sussex BN44 3SR 
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Turkey – A Journey through Antiquity  
Tour Code TCA 

ATOL Flight Booking Option 100% Financially Protected Tour  

 

ITINERARY 

Day 1   Fly to Ankara via Istanbul  

Afternoon departure flying from London Gatwick with Turkish Airlines via Istanbul to Ankara and transfer 

to the Golden Boutique hotel for three nights  

Day 2   In Ankara  

After a leisurely breakfast we start the day with a visit to the superb Museum of Anatolian Civilisations, 

which houses a stunning collection of exhibits and is itself housed in a 15th century multi-domed market 

vault. Welcome dinner at a local restaurant (B,D)  

Day 3   Visit Gordion  

This morning we visit Gordion, the capital of ancient Phrygia. The landscape is dotted with tumuli (burial 

mounds) and an 8th century BC acropolis. A museum houses some fine examples of Phrygian art and 

tomb relics. In the afternoon we return to Ankara and visit the medieval quarter and its imposing citadel 

(B,D)  

Day 4  Visit Hattusa. Drive to Cappadocia 

An interesting drive today across the Anatolian plains, we pause at the Hittite capital of Hattusa. Its 

rugged isolation adds to the atmosphere of ruined temple walls, carvings and hieroglyphs. We drive to 

Urgup in the very heart of central Cappadocia. Three nights stay in a centrally located hotel with dinner 

(B,D)  

Day 5   Visit Goreme 

Located in a magical valley set amid towering fairy chimneys and majestic honeycomb cliffs, Goreme is 

one of the tour’s highlights. A listed World Heritage site we spend the morning in the town’s Open Air 

museum with its cluster of Byzantine rock-cut churches and monasteries. The rest of our day is spent in 

Goreme village and park set amid cones and pinnacles of volcanic tuff with the option to enjoy its 

fabulous scenery on foot. In the evening we are able to witness a Sema, the whirling dervish dance. 

Dinner in a local  restaurant (B,D)  

 

 

 
 

 

Lion Gate, Hattusa 
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Day 6  In Cappadocia 

This morning we visit one of the region’s famous underground cities dating back to the 7th century BC. 

The fascinating troglodyte dwellings display use as fortifications as well as living quarters. The afternoon 

is scheduled for further exploration of this magical region by bus and on foot (B,D)  

Day 7   Drive to Konya. Visit Mevlana shrine 

Our journey west today across the flat grasslands of the Anatolian steppe brings us to the stunning 

caravanserai (han) at Sultanhani, the largest in the region. We continue to Konya, centre of the mystic 

Dervish order and fine Selcuk architecture. This afternoon we visit the wonderful shrine of the humanist 

philosopher, Mevlana. Two nights stay at a centrally located hotel. Dinner at a local restaurant (B,D) 

Day 8   In Konya  

We spend the morning enjoying some of the city’s collection of imposing Seljuk buildings including the 

Karatay Musezi (Tile Museum) and Ince Minare Medrassa now housing a wonderful collection of 

wooden and stone Seljuk carvings. We also visit the fabulous 13th century mosque of Alaaddin. The 

afternoon is left free for time for personal exploration of this fascinating city (B,D)   

Day 9  Drive to Antalya.  Visit Catalhoyuk and Aspendos 

As we head south to the coast of the eastern Mediterranean we stop at the 7th century BC Catalhoyuk, 

one of the oldest town settlements ever discovered and cult of the mother-goddess. We continue to  

Aspendos, to view the best preserved Roman theatre of the ancient world. Finally we arrive at Antalya. 

and transfer to a boutique hotel in the city’s old quarter for two nights (B,D)   

Day 10   Visit Antalya Museum, Perge and Aspendos  

This morning we have a walking tour of Kaleici; the old historical quarter of Antalya, with its  restored 

Ottoman houses, ornately tiled mosques and Roman walls. The restored Roman harbour is now a 

yachting marina We  visit the excellent Antalya Museum with fine displays of classical treasures 

discovered in the region, including some fine statuary from the Roman city of Perge, our final destination 

of the day. Farewell dinner in a traditional quality restaurant (B,D) 

Day 11   In Antalya. Fly London  

After breakfast we transfer to the airport for our return flight via Istanbul to Gatwick London, arriving in 

the  mid afternoon (B) 
 

     Price includes –  

 Tour accompanied locally by specialist tour leader/guide, 

Dr. Fatih Babaoglu, an Archaeologist with a PhD in the 

Hittite Civilisation    

 All transportation in private a/c coach 

 Full sightseeing programme including entrance fees 

 Quality local four star hotels on half board basis throughout 

 A la carte dinners at traditional restaurants  

 All airport transfers 

 Porter, hotel and restaurant staff gratuities 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE – personal travel insurance, applicable visa fees, 

alcoholic drinks, guide and driver gratuities, Turkish Airline international  

and domestic flights are not included in the land tour cost (Turkish  

Airlines international flights start from £300.00 through Flight Centre UK) 

(Included meals denoted by (B) Breakfast and (D) Dinner) 

 

 
 

 

 

  Cost £1995.00 per person in a twin room (excludes international flights)  Single supplement cost £375.00 

 

Air ballooning over Cappadocia 
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